
Population:1.38M in the city, 

3.2M in the metro area

8.2M Annual Visitors to 
the Metro area: 2018

8.6% increase over 2017

200+ international fl ight 
destinations serving

47M passengers per year,
high-speed international train 
system serving

120M passengers per year

LGBTQ+ LIFE:

1 LGBTQ+ neighborhood,
the only one in Italy 

+25 LGBTQ+ associations

3 biggest Italian LGBTQ+
events

LGBTQ+ TOURISM

3 LGBTQ+ cultural tours

1 LGBTQ+ tourism website

Milan hosts over 20 LGBTQ+ 
associations, 5 student LGBTQ+ 
associations, 8 sport LGBTQ+ 
associations … and 2 LGTBQ+ 
choirs.
It hosts every year a Milano 
Pride event (a parade with more 
than 100.000 participants) and 
an international LGBTQ+ Film 
Festival.
The local LGBTQ+ associations 
estimate more than 500,000 
LGBTQ+ visitors to the city in 
2018.
Milano was the fi rst Italian 
city in 2012 to register Civil 
Unions between persons of the 
same sex and in this, as in so 
many other things, has been a 
trailblazer for the whole country.

As Mayor Sala declared during 
last years’ Pride: “Milan feels 
the wind of change. My simple 
promise is that we will walk 
along with this change. Milan will 
always be more free and more 
contemporary. These are the 
colors of Milan”.

Milan proudly hosts the 37th 
IGLTA Annual convention as 
Italy’s most inclusive and 
LGBTQ+ friendly city.
The Convention, sponsored by 
the Milan City Hall, by AITGL and 
by the Italian National Tourism 
Board (ENIT) is in Italy for the 
fi rst time: it shall be held in a 
city that is both familiar to and 
well-liked by the international 
LGBTQ+ community – a 
community which has 
contributed in a substantial way 
to the development of Milan’s 
trademark assets such as style, 
design, fashion - and that has 
become a major component of 
its worldwide relevance. 
Milan is also a success story 
as a tourist destination, with 
visitor numbers increasing every 
year and growing ever more 
conscious both of the city’s rich 
historical and cultural heritage 
and of its global, contemporary
attractiveness, especially after 
the great World Expo 2015.

MILANO LOVES YOU /May 2020
37^ IGLTA Annual Global Convention

MILAN QUICK FACTS MILAN LOVES YOU

Porta Venezia is Milan’s LGBTQ+ 
neighborhood, the fi rst in Italy 
to be recognized as such, where 
the community lives. A lot of its 
members actually work there 
- many fashion and fi nancial 
brands are located in Porta 
Venezia – and fi ll its bars in the 
evening. 

Two years ago the “Porta 
Venezia” Metro Station was 
decorated with rainbow colors

LGBTQ+
NEIGHBORHOOD
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The Milan City Hall selected 
the local branch of the LGTBQ+ 
operator Sonders&Beach for the 
joint carrying out of activities 
conductive to the Convention and 
in general to the development 
of the city as an LGBTQ+ 
destination, such as:

• A survey on Milanese 
businesses with an LGBTQ+ 
interest

• The development of a thematic 
website (www.mitown.it)

• The development of three 
LGTBQ+ themed tourist 
itineraries

• A special video for the event

• Specifi c training on good 
Diversity Management practices 
and gay-oriented marketing 
dedicated to workers in the city’s 
tourism industry.

as a welcome demonstration 
from the Milan City Hall to 
LGBTQ+ people. 
The main LGBTQ+ shopping 
street is Corso Buenos Aires, 
located in the Porta Venezia 
neighborhood

Gastronomy

• 20 Michelin-starred 
restaurants, with offerings 
ranging from traditional 
Milanese and Italian fare to 
innovative twists and unexpected 
fusions from cultures across the 
world.

• Famous “aperitivo” - happy 
hour with Milanese fl air.

Shopping

• From high-end luxury to 
vintage boutiques, there is 
something for everyone and 
every budget.

• Fashion District - haute couture 
labels and high-end brands to 
satisfy every luxury shopper.
Framed by via Montenapoleone, 
via Manzoni, Via della Spiga, 
Corso Venezia.

Up-and-coming Neighborhoods 
- New Developments:

• Isola - originally surrounded 
by decades-old railroad tracks, 
this urban “island” is a popular 
destination with young Milanese 
for its burgeoning creativity, 
street art, and bustling bars and 
nightlife. 

• Brera - an artists’ area whose 
cobblestone streets are lined 
with galleries and restaurants.

• Navigli - explore Milan’s canal 
system and have a drink in the 
world’s smallest bar.

• Porta Nuova - winner of Best 
Regeneration Project Award at 
MIPIM Real Estate Festival 2018. 

• CityLife Shopping District 
- created by Zaha Hadid, the 
district includes the tallest 
skyscraper in Italy and covers 
255,000 sq. meters.

Leonardo 500 Celebrations - 500 
years from the Master’s death:

Milan is the city where Leonardo 
da Vinci stayed the longest. 
Leonardo arrived in Milan 1482 
and left an indelible mark on 
Milan’s history and artistic 
heritage.

• Corso Buenos Aires - this long 
street contains a variety of well-
known clothing and accessory 
stores, including Tommy Hilfi ger, 
H&M, Desigual, Zara, United 
Colors of Benetton and much 
more. It also borders the gay 
quarter of Porta Venezia. 

WHAT’S ON IN 
MILAN

LGBTQ+ JOINT 
PROJECTS WITH
THE CITY
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• Corso Garibaldi/Corso Como 
— vintage and fashion boutiques, 
antiques and crafts shops

• Via Torino/Corso di Porta 
Ticinese — casual and 
alternative clothing for the young 
and art galleries and antiques 
dealers

• Not to be missed are the big 
shopping outlets just outside 
Milan, connected to the city by 
shuttle buses, where bargains 
can usually be found: Serravalle 
Designer Outlet, Fidenza Village, 
Scalo Milano and more…
Green City

• 14 M sq. meters of parks and 
green spaces

• 3,500+ bikes across almost 300 
bike-share stations

Arts and Culture

• Ranked Third City in Europe 
in Culture and Creativity by JRC 
European Cultural and Creative 
Cities Monitor

• 150 art galleries 

• 71 theaters

• 85 museums

In addition, the Prada Collection 
put contemporary artworks on 
display there between 1960 and 
2016.

Piazza Gae Aulenti

If Piazza Duomo is the historic 
heart of Milan, then Piazza Gae 
Aulenti represents the new 
face of the city — symbol of a 
changing Milan looking ahead 
to the future. Inaugurated in 
December 2012, the Piazza Gae 
Aulenti has quickly become one 
of Milan’s essential spaces for 
residents and visitors alike. This 
80 meters diameter circular 
plaza sits at the heart of the 
Porta Nuova development, 
situated between three of Milan’s 
most exciting neighborhoods: 
Garibaldi, Isola and Varesine. 
Covered in solar panels that 
provide power to three adjacent 
buildings, the piazza’s infi nity 
fountains, iron, wood and glass 
provide a stunning new gateway 
to Milan.

Hospitality

• 24 5-star hotels

• 220 4-star hotels

• 207 3-star hotels

• 96,000 beds total 

• Duomo

• Fashion

• La Scala Opera House

• Design/Architecture

Fondazione Prada

Located in a former 20th-century 
distillery in Milan’s southern 
district, this 19,000 sq. meter 
exhibition space creates new 
spatial typologies for exhibiting 
and sharing art. Designed by the 
OMA architecture fi rm under 
the direction of Rem Koolhaas, 
seven existing buildings were 
combined with three new 
structures — preserving the old 
and creating new spaces that 
fl ow seamlessly together. The 
architectural creativity of the 
structure combined with its wide 
array of projects and exhibitions 
have been capturing visitor and 
resident interest since its 1993 
opening. Permanent exhibitions 
include installations by Robert 
Gobert and Louise Borgeois 
(The Haunted House), Thomas 
Demand (Grotesque Process), 
Dan Flavin (Untitled and Atlas).
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CityLife

The CityLife Shopping District 
is the largest urban shopping 
district in Italy; it is surrounded 
by the second largest public park 
in Milan, with three stunning 
brand new skyscrapers designed 
by Zaha Hadid, Arata Isozaki 
and Daniel Libeskind. Entirely 
car-free with road access and 
underground parking, the 
district is situated in what had 
been the old trade fairgrounds. 
CityLife is at the center of a 
complex and very successful 
urban renovation project that has 
completely re-invented this part 
of the city. The CityLife Shopping 
District features three shopping 
areas that bring together 
more than one hundred retail 
premises. It includes 80 stores, a 
supermarket, 20 restaurants and 
bars and 7 movie screens with 
a total of 1,200 seats. CityLife 
offers a truly unique place to 
shop and enjoy leisure time and 
lifestyle activities in a modern, 
spacious environment. 
The Milan shopping experience, 
formidable in itself, has been 
greatly expanded by CityLife, 
which has connected modern 
architecture and open spaces. 
CityLife is one of Milan’s 
foremost global attractions and 
well worth a visit.

by factory and other blue-collar 
workers. One of the city’s best-
kept secrets until recently, the 
area is being revitalized with 
new buildings and residents. 
Nevertheless, Isola remains 
bohemian and proud of its avant-
garde tradition, and the infl uence 
of the resident creatives and 
artists still permeates the area. 
The quarter is now home to an 
impressive and eclectic boutique 
scene, with vintage shops 
and restaurants, alternative 
fashion shops and interior 
design studios. Quite a break 
from the Milan center’s luxury 
shopping districts and the glitzy 
areas of fi ve-star hotels, but 
quintessentially Milanese.
Both Leonardo and Bramante 
are said to have had a hand in 
the design and construction of 
the district’s church of Santa 
Maria alla Fontana, which boasts 
an underground spring that was 
once believed to cure ailments.

Ambrosiana Library/Picture 
Gallery

A few steps from the Duomo, the 
venerable Biblioteca Ambrosiana 
offers one of Milan’s most 
exclusive artistic and historical 
experiences. The fi rst public 
library in Italy and one of the 
fi rst in Europe, the library 
was established in 1618 with 
Cardinal Federico Borromeo’s 
personal collection that he 
bequeathed to the city. With a 
stunning number of extremely 
ancient volumes, etchings, and 
drawings, including Petrarch’s 
Virgil and Leonardo Da Vinci’s 
Codex Atlanticus. The sight of 
its venerable reading room is a 
joy for book lovers. Adjoining the 
Biblioteca is the picture gallery, 
whose permanent collection that 
he bequeathed to the city.

Pirelli Hangar Bicocca

One of the largest exhibition 
spaces in Europe, Pirelli 
HangarBicocca is a former 
industrial plant that has been 
converted into a crucible for 
producing and promoting 
contemporary art. A nonprofi t 
foundation established in 
2004, this dynamic center for 
experimentation and discovery 
covers 15,000 sq. meters and 
presents major solo shows 
every year by Italian and 
international artists, in addition 
to hosting cultural programs 
throughout the year. Admission 
is completely free, with guides 
on hand to answer questions 
and offer assistance. One of 
Anselm Kiefer’s most important 
site-specifi c works, The Seven 
Heavenly Palaces 2004-2015, 
was originally commissioned for 
the opening of the Hangar and 
is on permanent display. This 
impressive work and the eerie 
atmosphere that it conveys to the 
beholder are reason enough for 
a visit.

Isola Quarter

Originally separated from 
the rest of Milan by railroad 
tracks, the Isola district – 
literally “island” – is a post-war 
neighborhood formerly inhabited  
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With a stunning number of 
extremely ancient volumes, 
etchings, and drawings, 
including Petrarch’s Virgil and 
Leonardo Da Vinci’s Codex 
Atlanticus. The sight of its 
venerable reading room is a joy 
for book lovers. Adjoining the 
Biblioteca is the picture gallery, 
whose permanent collection 
houses masterpieces by Raphael 
(his fi rst draft of The School 
of Athens), Caravaggio, Titian, 
Botticelli, Leonardo and many 
others. The Biblioteca is also a 
cultural hub, offering lectures, 
seminars, and courses on a 
wide array of topics provided by 
the Dottori (scholarly priests in 
charge of the institution). The 
building is a work of art full 
of surprises and oddities, its 
intense quiet contrasting to the 
bustle of Milan’s busiest streets - 
a welcome break on any visit

Museo Alfa Romeo

The recently renovated Alfa 
Romeo Museum combines 
myth and the future in a unique 
setting. Located in Arese (just 
outside Milan), the museum 
has a new look with a refi ned 
arrangement that refl ects Alfa 
Romeo’s distinctive DNA. Six 
fl oors of history celebrate the 
achievements of an extraordinary 
brand, its vehicles, its technology 
and its style.

• Palazzo Anguissola Antona 
Traversi, dating from the 16th 
century and once considered 
“Perhaps the most admired 
house in Milan”

• The former building of the 
Banca Commerciale Italiana, 
overlooking Leonardo’s 
monument in Piazza della Scala 
Together, these stately Milanese 
palazzi, each of them an 
architectural marvel in its own 
right, host prestigious 19th-
century collections of Italian 
paintings, a precious collection 
of pure white plaster bas-reliefs 
by neo-classical sculptor Antonio 
Canova and an impressive 
selection of 20th-century works 
belonging to the Intesa San 
Paolo collection. The historic 
bank is especially compelling, 
with its early-modern technical 
and functional devices, including 
the 2.6 km tube communications 
system connecting 34 different 
offi ces. The Gallerie are located 
in the heart of Milan and offer 
a complex and sophisticated 
experience for art lovers and 
others.

Triennale Design Museum

The new Museo del Design 
Italiano, in the evocative spaces 
of the Curva on the ground 
fl oor of the Triennale building, 
presents for the fi rst time a 
selection of the most iconic and 
representative pieces of Italian 
design in a permanent exhibition. 
The works on show are some of 
the 1,600 objects in the Triennale 
collection, chosen by an advisory 
committee that brings together 
some of the top names in the 
world of Italian design and 
architecture. The simple, linear 
display aims to show off the 
works to their best advantage, in

A.L.F.A., later Alfa Romeo, 
developed during various eras 
in Italy’s history, has produced 
legendary cars that set the 
standards for innovation, speed 
and beauty. The Alfa Romeo 
brand is quintessentially 
Milanese (the museum was 
formerly a factory that produced 
Alfas) and has always had a cult 
following — both in Italy and 
internationally. The museum 
boasts an incredible number of 
legendary models on display, 
marking the stages of a long 
and storied history. These 
unique automobiles embody the 
Alfa Romeo spirit, displaying 
the lines of the best designers 
and the skill of car body 
builders and giving joy to motor 
enthusiasts the world over. The 
museum offers guided tours 
and interactive experiences that 
will expand visitors’ knowledge 
of the people and times that 
made Alfa Romeo and its unique 
prize-winning racecars. The 
brand’s contemporary production 
(a subsidiary of Fiat/General 
Motors) is also on show.

Gallerie d’Italia

The Gallerie are housed in three 
historical Milanese palaces:

• Palazzo Brentani, built by 1720 
for Giuseppe Brentani and later 
modifi ed by the Greppi family
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chronological order, and provides 
insights into the history, creative 
period and context in which each 
work was designed. The kind of 
museum Milan just needed to 
have.

     January

FASHION WEEK MEN’S

     February

FASHION WEEK 

MICAM - International footwear 
exhibition www.themicam.com

BIT International Tourism 
Exhibition www.bit.fi eramilano.it

LINEAPELLE -  International 
exhibition of leather, accessories, 
components, synthetics and 
models for footwear, leather 
goods, garments and furniture 
www.lineapelle-fair.it 

GEORGES DE LA TOUR – Palazzo 
Reale (February – June 2020)

     June

MILANO PHOTO WEEK

FASHION WEEK MEN’S

     September

MILANO FASHION WEEK

MITO SETTEMBRE MUSICA – 
Major music festival

FORMULA ONE ITALIAN GRAND 
PRIX MONZA

MILANOLTRE Contemporary 
Dance Festival with Italian and 
international artists

WORLD TRADE ROUTES 2020
– The Great International World 
Aviation Event

     October

POP ART – Palazzo Reale 
(October 2020 – February 2021)

SMAU - The most important 
Italian trade fair dedicated 
to Information and 
Communications Technology

     November

MUSIC WEEK

BOOK CITY

EICMA World Motorcycling trade 
fair

NEXT GEN ATP Tennis 
tournament for under-21 
champions

JAZZMI A music festival in 
numerous theatres and clubs 
around the city www.jazzmi.it 

     December

CHRISTMAS IN MILAN

LA SCALA’ S “PRIMA”, the fi rst 
show of the new season

     March

MILANO MUSEO CITY

STRAMILANO -The most famous 
non-competitive running event in 
Italy. Open to all.

DIGITAL WEEK

     April

MIART - International exhibition 
of modern and contemporary art 
www.miart.it

MILANO ART WEEK

SALONE INTERNAZIONALE DEL 
MOBILE - International Furniture 
Fair www.salonemilano.it

MILANO DESIGN WEEK

MILANO MARATHON

     May

SEEDS AND CHIPS – The Global 
Food Innovation Summit www.
seedsandchips.com 

PIANO CITY MILANO

MILANO FOOD CITY

MILANO ARCHITECTURE WEEK    
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Milano Pride is an extraordinary 
expression of freedom, and 
is organized by the Pride 
Commission of CIG Arcigay 
Milano in collaboration with the 
Rainbow Coalition.

> Milan Pride 

250,000 participants in 
the parade

60 events during Pride week

30,000 people visiting 
Pride Square

Milan hosts many LGBTQ+ events 
during the year, but the most 
important are: Milano Pride (in 
June), Film Festival Mix Milano, 
Illecite visioni Theater Festival.

Leonardo da Vinci’s genius
under a gay light

In Leonardo da Vinci’s
footsteps

Both these tours explore in 
different ways Leonardo’s 
genius, his life in Milan and the 
relationship between his work 
and the men he loved.

The Opera and The Drama 
Queen of Milan.

Dedicated to Maria Callas, the 
Queen of all Drama Queens, and 
to her time at La Scala.

Al Conte Ugolino – Italian cuisine
Piazza Cesare Beccaria, 6

Antro della Sibilla – Neapolitan 
cuisine 
Via San Gregorio, 37

Delicatessen – Typical “Alto 
Adige” cuisine 
Viale Tunisia, 14

Focacceria San Francesco – 
Sicilian cuisine
Via Panfi lo Castaldi, 37

Memà Bistrot – Sicilian cuisine
Largo Bellintani, 2

Mint Garden – Italian cuisine
Via Felice Casati, 12

Ristorante al Tronco – Tuscan 
cuisine
Via Thaon de Revel, 10

Milano Pride has, since 2013, 
revolved around three main 
components:The Parade, Pride 
Week and Pride Square. During 
the long weekend of Milano 
Pride, the streets around Porta 
Venezia are transformed into 
Pride Square: a city “village” 
that aims to spread the values of 
integration and dialogue through 
a relaxed and fun environment. 
Traditionally, the Parade ends in 
Porta Venezia where a stage is 
set. The stage hosts the fi nale 
of the parade and, probably the 
most signifi cant moment of the 
whole event, when speeches 
from all the associations in the 
Rainbow Coalition take place 
at the presence of the Mayor of 
Milan.

Milano Pride, like the biggest 
Prides in Europe, has been 
organizing for several years a 
large number of events (>65) 
related to the LGBTQ+ world that 
take place in the week of the 
traditional parade.

Film Festival Mix is Milan’s 
LGBTQ+ Movie Festival. It has 
been bringing the best gay, 
lesbian, bisexual, transgender 
and queer independent fi lms on 
the stage of “Il Piccolo” Theatre 
for 32 years.

Lecite Visioni Theater Festival 
is conceived and directed by the 
Filodrammatici Theater of Milan 
to celebrate true love, which 
cannot conceive of labels and 
barriers. Every year, this festival 
has a series of LGBTQ+ themed 
shows.
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BEST LGBTQ+ 
EVENTS:

LGBTQ+ TOURS

TOP10 MILANO 
LGBTQ+ FRIENDLY 
RESTAURANT

> Milan Pride 
> Festival Mix fi lm festival
> Lecite Visioni theater

festival

SONDERS&BEACH, IN 
COOPERATION WITH 
THE CITY, HAVE CREATED 
3 LGBTQ+ TOURIST 
ITINERARIES:

SELECTED BY SONDERS&BEACH



Chateau Monfort 5*
hotelchateaumonfort.com

Ibis Hotel Milano Centro 3*
accorhotels.com

Maison Milano 4*
gruppouna.it

Melià Milano Hotel 5*
melia.com

Mercure Hotel Milano Centro 4*
accorhotels.com

Milan Marriott Hotel 4*
marriott.com

NHow 4*
nh-hotels.com

Radisson Blu Hotel Milan 4*
radissonblu.com

Straf Hotel&bar 4*
straf.it

Tocq Hotel 4*
gruppouna.it

COX Disco Party or WONDER 
(Saturday)
@Magazzini Generali
Via Pietrasanta, 16

La Boum (Friday)
@Arizona 2000 club
Via N. Battaglia, 12

Non è la Domenica! (Sunday)
@Pelledoca Club
Via Enrico Forlanini, 121

QLab (Friday)
@Q21 club
Via Padova, 21

Vogue Ambition (Friday)
Via Luigi Granelli, 55
Sesto San Giovanni

Blanco
Via G. B. Morgagni, 2

Chicco Bistrot
Piazza Meda, 1

Skuisito – Sea Food Restaurant
Via Lecco, 4

SPECIAL – Hamburger & Italian 
Fast Food
Via Lecco, 4

Trattoria Trombetta – Milanese 
cuisine
Largo Bellintani, 1

Chiringay
Bastioni Porta Venezia

Lecco Milano
Via Lecco, 5

Memà Bar
Largo Bellintani, 2 

Mono Bar
Via Castaldi/Via Lecco

NoLoSo Bar
Via Varanini, 5 

Patchouli
Corso Lodi, 51

Pop Milano
Via Tadino, 5

Red Cafè
Via Lecco, 3
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TOP10 LGBTQ+ 
FRIENDLY HOTELS

TOP5 MILANO 
LGBTQ+ CLUBS

TOP10 LGBTQ+ 
FRIENDLY BARS

SELECTED BY SONDERS&BEACH

SELECTED BY SONDERS&BEACH

SELECTED BY SONDERS&BEACH


